




Paint the walls one coat as early in the process of sorting and managing your parts as possible.  
The fi rst coat of paint fi lls the grain and protects it from tearing from handling, sanding, and tape.  
When the paint is dry, sand the clapboards one-course-at-a-time.  Fold the sandpaper every few 
courses for a fresh sanding surface.

Pro note: painting the fi rst coat and sanding is easiest when the parts are fl at on the table. I put on 
one moderate coat and expect most of it to soak into the wood.  Then I sand until the paint is trans-
parent and the wood is showing through.  

Paint the inside too, one coat and sand, even if you are going to wallpaper.  A 3” foam roler is a 
handy tool for this.  Consider your fl oor fi nish now as well.  Staining and scoring is easier now, but 
applied fl ooring like sheet wood, tile, or carpet goes on after the house is fi nished.

Then I build the housebody and paint again.  Everything after the Walls should be fully painted be-
fore gluing it to the house.  Leave a small area unpainted or scrape a bare spot in the paint for glue 
to grab (glue doesn’t stick well to fully painted parts).
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